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Agenda
• Speed Networking—Three Rounds

• Opening Remarks —Talia Milgrom-Elcott, Co-Founder and Executive Director, 100Kin10

• Panel Discussion—Deep Dive on Science Centers and STEM Education Ecosystems

o Ron Ottinger, Executive Director, STEM Next (moderator)

o Chevy Humphrey, The Hazel A. Hare President and CEO, Arizona Science Center

o Alfred Mays, Program Officer, Burroughs Wellcome Fund

o Steve Snyder, President and CEO, Fleet Science Center

• Breakout Discussion #1—Identifying Common Community Challenges and Unlikely Partners

• Breakout Discussion #2—Root-Cause Mapping and Science-Center Roles

• Try This at Home

• What to Expect at the 2018 ASTC Annual Conference



SPEED
NETWORKING



What superpower do you wish you had?

How would you use it?



What is something inspiring you saw in 
science engagement recently outside 

of your center? 

What made it particularly impressive 
and memorable?



What you would write on a postcard to a 
loved one about why you’re here today? 

What wish would you share on that postcard 
for what a lifelong engagement with science 

and technology could mean for them?



TALIA MILGROM-ELCOTT
Co-Founder and Executive Director

100Kin10

OPENING 
REMARKS
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Why is it so hard to get and keep 
great teachers, especially in 

STEM?





Prestige Preparation Elementary STEM Professional 
Growth

Teacher Leadership
Value of Science, 
Technology, + EngineeringInstructional Materials



If problem “A” improved, 
would it make some other problem “B” 

better, worse, or leave it the same?



750+ experts
35,000+ votes 



Instructional Materials

Teacher Leadership

Elementary STEM

Prestige

Preparation

Values of S, T and E

Professional Growth



EVERYTHING  IS  CONNECTED



NOT EQUALLY
EVERYTHING  IS  CONNECTED^



NOT EQUALLY
EVERYTHING  IS  CONNECTED^

RANDOMLY



NON-RANDOMNESS HELPS US 
SIMPLIFY, SO WE CAN FIND OUR 

STARFISH



Instructional Materials

Teacher Leadership

Elementary STEM

Prestige

Preparation

Values of S, T and E

Professional Growth

Scholarships or loan 
forgiveness for STEM students 

entering teaching

Statewide tracking 
of teacher supply 

and demand

Teacher prep faculty with 
expertise in elementary 

STEM

Time for teachers to 
collaborate and participate 
in PD during the school day

School leaders’ 
responsibility for creating 

positive work 
environments

The number and range of STEM 
courses offered in high schools

Districts’ ability to select 
high-quality engineering 

curriculum



Honeyeater and its acorn banksia tree



THANK YOU.

@



RON OTTINGER
Executive Director, STEM Next

SCIENCE CENTERS + 
STEM EDUCATION 

ECOSYSTEMS



















Panel Discussion: 
Science Centers + STEM Education Ecosystems
Moderator 

Ron Ottinger, Executive Director, STEM Next

Panelists

• Chevy Humphrey, The Hazel A. Hare President and CEO, Arizona Science Center

• Alfred Mays, Program Officer, Burroughs Wellcome Fund

• Steve Snyder, President and CEO, Fleet Science Center



Identifying Common 
Community Challenges 
and Unlikely Partners

BREAKOUT 
DISCUSSION



• Pick a common and seemingly intractable challenge 
that you aim to address. 
o What impact are you aiming to have in your community? 
o How will your community be different (better) if you are 

successful? 

• Who else needs to be at the table to help you 
understand and map the challenge?



Root-Cause Mapping and 
Science-Center Roles

BREAKOUT 
DISCUSSION



• Why it is so hard to solve the challenge you identified in the last 
session? What are a few root causes and obstacles in the way?

• Which “keystone” root causes, if addressed, would allow the most 
progress?

• For these “keystone” root causes, which new, novel, or unlikely 
partners would you bring to your planning table first? 

• What is highest impact role for science centers and where might 
they start (or expand) their work towards the identified challenge?



Put Network Mapping 
to Work in Your Own 

Community

THREE THINGS 
TO TRY AT HOME



1. What is the big goal that will inspire and mobilize 
likely and unlikely allies?

2. Who is one unlikely partner you will reach out to 
before the sun sets next Friday?

3. What is one thing you will stop doing to make 
room for this work?

TRY THIS AT HOME




